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Saturday, September 19, 2026
Location: The University of Rio Grande, The Green @ corner of SR 325 & N College Avenue, Rio Grande, Ohio
2026 Theme: “Strengthening Our Legacy Through Unity”
10: 00 a.m. – Opening Ceremony
Raising of the Flag – 5th USCT & Civil War Reenactors
Musical Selections..........River Valley High School Band 
Pledge of Allegiance
Welcome/Invocation..........Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
Negro Anthem..........Jeannie Williams
Offering
Presentation….Valerie Boyer-McBride, of Columbus, Ohio, an Educator, Historian & performer decoding African American music
History Booth and Artifacts…..Fine Arts Building
KIDS DAY ACTIVITIES SPONSORED BY OHIO VALLEY BANK:
Bounce Houses & Yard Games
Hover Ball Archery, Face Painting
Tommy Sprague 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament – Adults & Children
Music by Rockin Reggie throughout the Day

2:00 p.m. - Afternoon Program
Welcome & Recognition of Local, State & National Dignitaries……Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
Remarks…….Gallia County & Gallipolis City Commission Officials
Reenactment………5th Regiment, United States Colored Troops
Reenactment………Actor Larry Elliott portraying President Abraham Lincoln
Offering
Scholarship Presentation....Mr. Arthur Clark (2026 Scholarship Awardee: Olivia Ratliff)
Closing Remarks..........Reverend Marlin Griffin, President

5 pm – Everyone is invited to join the John Gee Black Historical Center for the Unveiling Ceremony of the Lincoln Colored School Historical Marker @ 856 Third Avenue, Gallipolis.  Reception following ceremony at the John Gee Black Historical Center @ 48 Pine Street, Gallipolis.

Everyone Welcome
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Sunday, September 20, 2026

Location: The University of Rio Grande, The Green @ corner of SR 325 & N College Avenue, Rio Grande, Ohio
2026 Theme: “Strengthening Our Legacy Through Unity”

10:00 a.m. - Morning Worship Service
Welcome..........Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
Devotional..........Deacons & Laymen
Musical Selections.........Paint Creek Baptist Church Praise Team
Offering
Introduction of Preacher....Reverend Dr. Gene Armstrong, Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, Bidwell, Ohio
Sermon.......Reverend Christian Scott, Paint Creek Baptist Church, Gallipolis, Ohio
Invitation to Christ
Benediction
2:00 p.m. - Afternoon Program
Welcome & Emancipation Board Recognition Past/Present.......Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
Recognition of Local, State & National Dignitaries.......... Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
Introduction of Keynote Speaker ……Robin Payne, Director of the John Gee Black Historical Center
Keynote Speaker……………Rita Fuller-Yates, of Savannah, GA, Author and Historian
Offering
Musical Selection………The University of Rio Grande’s Grande Chorale
Presentation………Black History Markers by Robin Payne, Director of the John Gee Black Historical Center
Closing Remarks.......... Reverend Marlin Griffin, President
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